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" Ah yes," the stout man replied, with great earnestness.
" All that the Mahatma taught was what he knew was best
suited to his people. He knew that they are tolerant, so he
taught that we should make ourselves always more tolerant,
since it is easier to improve virtues we have by nature, is it
not ? He was a Hindu of the Hindus, and the Hindu is
tolerant because his religion teaches him so."
" Some people must have forgotten their religion and
Gandhi's teaching pretty thoroughly in the past year or so,"
Jack commented dryly. " In some parts of the country they
expressed their toleration with lathis and any other weapons
they could lay hands on."
" Oh, but even the best of men might forget when
provocation is so bad, is it not ? " was the terse reply.
That is the way it goes. Instead of thinking of what they
can do to avoid riots, there is a profound tendency to con-
centrate on claims, which to an impartial observer would
appear to be about as well founded as a kid's castle built
a foot above the rising tide.
The core and heart of the grand illusion is that Indians
are of virtue above the normal because they are exceptionally
religious. This has been said to me, or in my hearing, not
once but hundreds of times in the course of my post-
independence visit; but even the most enthusiastic devotee
of the cult has not ventured to expound in detail what he
meant by religious. In nearly every case the reference was
to Hinduism, and with all due respects to its followers, that
is too vague and uncertain to exercise a decisive influence
on an entire people.
" What is the essence of Hinduism ? " I remember
demanding once of a very wise saddik, too old and too sane
to be perturbed by anything but eternity. " What are the
basic tenets of the Hindu faith ? "
He sat in the shade without answering for several minutes.
A twig in his lean, wrinkled hand traced symbols in the
dust, erased them again, and wove fresh patterns ceaselessly.